
“No Witchcraft 
for Sale” *
English 10 Workshop

Ms. Sheri Billett, reading success coach

December 11, 2023

* No witchcraft is in the story!



 On your planner 
for Friday Dec. 15.

Unit test: Dec. 20
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Rhodesia

• Great Britain expanded into southern 

Africa in the 1800s.

• Rhodesia become a self-governing colony 

of the United Kingdom in 1923.

• British rule ended in 1965.

• Rhodesia became the independent 

Republic of Zimbabwe in 1980.
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This story takes place in about the 1930s when 
many white British immigrants moved to Rhodesia.

Sir Herbert Stanley,

Colonial governor 1935-1942
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 Sent via

WebMail on

Dec. 10.



“Always read (both pages of) the background.”
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“Read and Think Critically” handout
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Examine how white people and black people regard each other in the story.
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How do they help to both teach and support each other, and how do they fail? 
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What do you think is the connection between this theme and Africa's history of 

colonial rule? 
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Reading strategies

Make a movie in your 
head with all the 
senses

Make connections

- with your own life

- with what you know 
about the world

- with other stories 
you’ve read (or 
movies you’ve seen)

Ask questions as you 
read.
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The Farquars had been childless for years 
when little Teddy was born; and they were 
touched by the pleasure of their servants, 

who brought presents of fowls and eggs and flowers 
to the homestead when they came to rejoice over 
the baby, exclaiming with delight over his downy 
golden head and his blue eyes. 

They congratulated Mrs. Farquar as if she had 
achieved a very great thing, and she felt that she 
had—her smile for the lingering, admiring natives 
was warm and grateful.



Later, when Teddy had his first haircut, 
Gideon the cook picked up the soft gold 
tufts from the ground and held them 
reverently in his hand. Then he smiled at 
the little boy and said: “Little Yellow 
Head.” That became the native name for 
the child. Gideon and Teddy were great 
friends from the first.

When Teddy learned to walk it was often Gideon who crouched 
before him, clucking encouragement, finally catching him when he 
fell, tossing him up in the air till they both became breathless with 
laughter. 

Mrs. Farquar was fond of the old cook because of his love for her 
child.



Sometimes a small Piccanin [black child] who had been 
born the same time as Teddy, could be seen peering from 
the edge of the bush, staring in awe at the little white 
boy with his miraculous fair hair and Northern blue eyes. 
The two little children would gaze at each other with a 
wide, interested gaze, and once Teddy put out his hand 
curiously to touch the black child’s cheeks and hair.

Gideon, who was watching, shook his head wonderingly, and said: “Ah, 
missus, these are both children, and one will grow up to be a baas 
[“boss”], and one will be a servant”; and Mrs. Farquar smiled and said 
sadly, “Yes, Gideon, I was thinking the same.” She sighed. 
“It is God’s will,” said Gideon, who was a mission boy. 

The Farquars were very religious people, and this shared feeling about 
God bound servant and masters even closer together.



Teddy was about six years old when he was given a scooter and 
discovered the intoxications of speed. All day he would fly around the 
homestead and into the kitchen door. There he would cry: “Gideon, 
look at me!” And Gideon would laugh and say: “Very clever, Little 
Yellow Head.”

Gideon’s youngest son, who was now a herdsboy, came especially up 
from the compound to see the scooter. He was afraid to come near it, 
but Teddy showed off in front of him. “Piccanin,” shouted Teddy, “get 
out of my way!” 
And he raced in circles around the black child until he was frightened 
and fled back to the bush.
“Why did you frighten him?” asked Gideon, gravely reproachful.
Teddy said defiantly: “He’s only a black boy,” and laughed. 

Then, when Gideon turned away from him without speaking, his
face fell.



Gideon seemed to be putting a distance between himself and Teddy, 
not because of resentment, but in the way a person accepts 
something inevitable…. Now Gideon would not let his
flesh touch the flesh of the white child. He was kind, but there
was a grave formality in his voice that made Teddy pout and sulk
away.

With Gideon, Teddy was polite and carried himself formally, and if he 
came into the kitchen to ask for something, it was in the way a white 
man uses toward a servant, expecting to be obeyed.

Stop here to think about this question so that you are 

prepared for the ending:

Examine how white people and black people regard each other in the story.

… then, finish the story.



Resource #1







The PDF of the story in the 
Reading the World textbook



Resource #5











Would you like to learn 
more about reading 

strategies?

Ms. Sheri Billett

208-550-8761

msbillett.youcanbook.me/
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https://msbillett.youcanbook.me/
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