
English 10A 

Reading 
Workshop



Agenda



 We’re going to focus on 

using resources and

taking notes.



Sunjata
as told by Djanka Tassey Condé 
(epic poem)

English 10A LL Workshop 
with Ms. Billett



For complete notes, you should take notes for 
these topics in each English lesson:

• Texts

• Literary Elements & 

Poetic Devices

• Vocabulary

• Grammar

• stories, articles, poems, 

books, plays

• Narrative elements, setting, 

meter, simile, tone, 

hyperbole, etc.

• Abate, portend, annul, 

eminent

• Irregular verb, verb tenses, 

clauses 

Of these 4, which one is the MOST important?



Taking notes on the texts (stories, articles, and poems) is 

the most important topic for taking notes in English!



For this workshop, we are going 
to focus on taking notes on the 
stories and poems in English.

This applies to any and every English course! The skills 

you learn now will be applied over the next 3 years of 

high school at any school.



A lot of students tell me they do not know how to take 
notes, so they give up. Help is here!



CHOOSE THE METHOD THAT 
WORKS BEST FOR YOU.



4 main topics for note-taking of stories & poems

Setting Characters Plot Theme (Message)

Time and Place • Protagonist
• Antagonist
• Other important 

characters

What happens
• X
• X
• X Climax/Change in 

story
• X
• X Resolution

What message does 
the reader learn and/or 
what life lesson does 
the main character 
learn?



For English 10 with its focus 
on international literature:

•#5 Add notes about the 
background (country, region, culture)

•Also: Keep an eye on the unit’s 
focus.
o Unit 6 = poetry
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 Add to your notes 
as you read!

Stop at the end of 
each page to give your 
mind time to reflect 

and keep yourself 
focused.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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• Title and author

1. Background (country, 
culture)

2. Setting

3. Characters – add notes
about them so you know
who is who when you take 
the test.
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4. Plot – main events that 

happen. At first, make it your 

goal to write down 1 thing that 

happens per page.

5. Theme (s) – what’s the 

message of the story?

• Connections to unit focus

• Example: Sunjata is an

epic poem that tells a story 

(narrative)



4 main topics for note-taking of stories

Setting Characters Plot Theme (Message)

A. Keep adding notes for all 4 
topics as you continue 
reading.

B. After you finish reading, look 
back at your notes to see if 
you have any “holes” that 
need filling.



Resources for 
comprehension
and vocabulary



Resource #1









Resource #2





“Madame Pouchet thought back to Africa and her elegant villa 
on the road to Hann.” 



Resource #2





“Madame Pouchet thought back to Africa and her elegant villa 
on the road to Hann.” 



Resource #3





Go to the last page.



This next resource 
could change your 

life!



Resource #4





Resource #4



Resource #4

1.

2.

1.

2.



Resource #5











25

 Take notes each 
story and poem!

• Stop at the end of 
each page to give 
your mind time to 
reflect 

• and keep yourself 
focused.



Dec. 3 WebMail includes

- Lessons 3 -4 - Black Girl – “Read and Think 

HANDOUT” from lesson 4

- the notes format document (Word and Google docs link)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oB5NfIFzEHAtLZaxitLtxkdtir4pImhNbxxqTjmMXFs/copy


Next week, we’ll dive 
into one of the stories 

or poems in Unit 6.
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