
Unit 1
The Importance of Being Earnest
by Oscar Wilde (1895)
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You can also use this link:

remind.com/join/c3ke446

https://www.remind.com/join/c3ke446


This is a FUNNY play! 

British humor from 1895
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Ernest vs. “earnest”

• The main character’s name in town 

(London) is E r n e s t (noa). It comes from 

the German word “ernst” which means 

serious. 

• The descriptive word “earnest” means

someone who is sincere. People who are 

earnest are serious about what they say or 

do. They really mean it. The opposite is 

fake or insincere.
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https://www.google.com/search?q=earnest+meaning&sca_esv=600269070&rlz=1C1GCEB_enUS1060US1060&ei=1nmtZenNGJG90PEP6OO9qAQ&ved=0ahUKEwjpkN_CpO-DAxWRHjQIHehxD0UQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=earnest+meaning&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiD2Vhcm5lc3QgbWVhbmluZzITEAAYgAQYigUYkQIYsQMYRhj5ATILEAAYgAQYigUYkQIyCxAAGIAEGIoFGJECMgYQABgHGB4yCxAAGIAEGIoFGJECMgYQABgHGB4yCxAAGIAEGIoFGJECMgYQABgHGB4yBhAAGAcYHjIFEAAYgAQyKhAAGIAEGIoFGJECGLEDGEYY-QEYlwUYjAUY3QQYRhj0Axj1Axj2A9gBAUifFFCIAVjqEHABeAGQAQCYAXGgAZkDqgEDMi4yuAEDyAEA-AEBwgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsAPCAgQQABgewgIGEAAYBRgewgIIEAAYCBgeGA_CAgYQABgIGB7CAgsQABiABBiKBRiGA8ICKhAAGIAEGIoFGJECGLEDGEYY-QEYlwUYjAUY3QQYRhj0Axj1Axj2A9gBAeIDBBgAIEGIBgGQBgq6BgYIARABGBM&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&safe=active&ssui=on


Character List
• John “Jack” Worthing – goes by the 1st name Ernest when he’s 

living “in town (London)”; goes by real name Jack at his country 
home (Manor House in Hertfordshire).

• Algernon “Algy” Moncrieff – best friend to Ernest/Jack; ends up
pretending to be Jack when he goes to the country.

• Lane - butler to Algernon “Algy” in London

• Gwendolen Fairfax “Miss Fairfax” – upper-class woman in love
with Earnest

• Lady Bracknell – upper-class snob, mother to Gwendolyn and 
aunt to Algy.

• Cecily Cardew (say: cess-ih-lee) – 18 yr old lives at Uncle Jack’s 
Manor House in the country; Uncle Jack is her guardian

• Miss Prism – Cecily’s nanny

• Reverend Chasuble – local pastor (“rector”)

• Merriman – butler at Jack’s Manor House I the country

5The Importance of Being Earnest (play)



“to bunbury” / a Bunburyist

Important term to know



Use the Connections Academy Study Guide

Q U E S T I O N S

• 2. What is Bunburying? 

How does it serve the 

pursuit of pleasure so 

valued by these 

characters?

• 3.Why does Jack pretend 

to have a brother?

A N S W E R S T O  R E V I E W  Q U E S T I O N S

Jack



1990s “Boyfriend in a Box”
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Reading strategies

Make a movie in 

your head 

with all the senses

Make connections

- with your own life

- with what you know 
about the world

- with other stories 
you’ve read (or 
movies you’ve seen)

“Read between the 

lines.” 

Take what you learn + 

what you already know,

= draw a conclusion.
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Take notes on food as symbols

Cucumber sandwiches are the 1st in the play.

Part of the “quiet” message of this play is that the 
upper class of society engaged in “excess” – too much 

(the opposite of moderation).

It can be food, but the “excess” can be other topics such 
as manners, society’s expectations, etc.



Example of the excess

(and superficiality) of the 
upper class:
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CECILY: But I don't like German. 

It isn't at all a becoming language. I 

know perfectly well that I look 

quite plain after my German 

lesson. 

English 10B 11



Cucumber sandwiches

(British style)



Act I (scene 1) – at Algy’s apartment in London
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Act I (scene 1) – at Algy’s apartment in London, 

cont. Jack enters.
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Act I (scene 1) – at Algy’s apartment in London, 

continued with Algy & Jack
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Act I (scene 1) – at Algy’s apartment in London, 

continued – now Lady Bracknell, Gwendolen, Algy & Jack
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Exit Ticket

1. What is the most important 

reading strategy to use when 

reading the text of the play?

2. Which symbol should you pay

attention to the play?
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See you next 
Monday!
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Ms. Billett

Reading Success Coach

12 Noon Mntn / 11:00 am Pacific

Your Reading Success Coach 18
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